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WASTE AVOIDANCE AND RESOURCE RECOVERY AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Introduction and First Reading 
Bill introduced, on motion by Dr G.G. Jacobs (Minister for Water) and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [11.39 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

This government is committed to increasing rates of recycling in Western Australia and reducing waste to 
landfill. 

On 1 July 2008 the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007 and the Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Levy Act 2007 came into effect. The purpose of these acts included provisions for waste avoidance 
and resource recovery, the establishment of the Waste Authority and levies on waste. The levy is payable on 
waste received at landfills in the metropolitan region and on waste generated in the metropolitan region received 
at non-metropolitan landfills. Revenue is generated from three broad categories of waste: municipal; commercial 
and industrial; and construction and demolition. Depending on whether the levy is applied to waste received at a 
putrescible landfill or an inert landfill, the levy is charged at different rates. 

Levies in Western Australia are well below those in other jurisdictions. Currently, the levy for waste to 
putrescible landfills is $7 per tonne and $3 per cubic metre for waste going into inert landfills. In comparison, in 
New South Wales the levy for the Sydney metropolitan area is currently $46.70 per tonne. Furthermore, 
compared to other Australian jurisdictions, Western Australia has one of the lowest rates of recycling, 
particularly for construction and demolition waste, which makes up almost 50 per cent of the state’s waste by 
weight. New South Wales, for example, recycles over 65 per cent of its construction and demolition waste. 
Western Australia recycles less than 20 per cent.  

This bill provides for the levy to be paid into an operating account of the Department of Environment and 
Conservation, rather than directly into the waste avoidance and resource recovery account, and for the 
broadening of the purposes for which the levy imposed under the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Levy Act 2007 can be applied.  

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Please continue, minister. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Under the amendments, the minister will direct an amount to be credited to the WARR 
account each year to fund specified waste management purposes. This specified amount to be credited must not 
be less than 25 per cent of the forecast levy revenue for that financial year. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Responsibility for administration of the WARR account will remain within the Waste 
Authority. The Waste Authority will be required to apply moneys held in the WARR account in accordance with 
its approved business plan or as may be approved by the minister. 

The amendments will enable the application of moneys in the WARR account to action waste avoidance and 
resource recovery priorities; to meet the costs of administering the WARR account; to be used for administration 
and enforcement of the act; and to remunerate members of the Waste Authority. The balance of the levy moneys 
not credited to the WARR account may be applied by the Chief Executive Officer of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation for broader environment and conservation purposes of the department.  

Mr M. McGowan: Ah! There it is! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Mr Speaker, it was my understanding that I could make my second reading speech without 
comments like “Ah” all the way through it. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I am sure there will be no more such comments, minister; please carry on. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Furthermore, amendments to the WARR Levy Act 2007 transfer from the Waste Authority 
to the minister the responsibility for making recommendations to the Governor on the amount by way of levy 
that is to be payable for waste received at disposal premises. The amendments provide for the Waste Authority to 
provide advice to the minister for the purpose of making such recommendations; however, the responsibility to 
recommend a levy amount will rest with the minister. 

I commend the bill to the house.  
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Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman. 
 


